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My Dear Young Friends, 

While I see so many of your number, living without af- 
fording the least evidence that you are the children ef God, 
fast hastening to the eternal world, I cannot forbear calling | 
unto those of you who are yet impenitent, to stop a moment 
and consider, while I endeavour to place before you a few 
motives, to induce you to attend immediately to your ever- 
Jasting interest. 

1. Consider that your Christian friends earnestly desire - 
your salvation. ‘They see your danger. They know and 
feel, that unless your hearts are renewed by the grace of 
God, unless you become new creatures, your souls must be 
lost. It is with pain that they see you in the pursuit of sin- 
ful pleasures, trifling away your precious time, and treasur- 
ing up wrath against the day of wrath, preparing for a more 
aggravated doom. ‘They exhort you, they weep and pray 
for you night and day; they long to rejoice over you, as the 
new-born heirs of heaven. And my dear friends, must they 
exhort, must they weep, must they pray, and all in vain? 
O do not despise their reproof. Let them embrace you as 
children, and fellow heirs of the grace oflife. Let their hearts 
be made glad, by seeing you turning from your childish fol- 
lies, and acceptiag the offers of eternal life. 

2. The Angels in heaven desire your saivation. 
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Yes, and their golden harps are now tuned to raise loude: 
the song of joy for one of you that will repent. Will you 
not be the first to cause the arches of heaven to re-echo, that 
another wanderer ha " returned, that another lost sheep i is 
found ? Give Christ the affections of your heart, and angels 
will be to you ministering spirits, will succour and relieve 
you when in trouble, and at death will attend you to glory. 
Shall the holy angels long for your salvation, and will you 
sive yourselves Bo concern about it? But there is yet a more 
exalted Being who desires your salvation; for, 

Christ himself desires it. 

His ministry and sufierings, while on earth, establish this 
truth. ‘‘ He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
srief,” that you might find a way of escape from the wrath 
to come. He declares that “he is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” “ As 
I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. 
Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die?” His agony in the 
garden, and his sufferings on the cross, exhibit the strongest 
proofs, that he desires the salvation of your souls. He calls 
you by his Word, by his Providence, and by his Spirit; and 
must he call in vain? Will you not listea, my dear friends, 
to his gracious ofiers? shall he desire that you may be holy, 
and in that way happy, and you still continue to travel, un- 
concerned, in the ways of rebellion, down to ruin? Is it no- 
thing to you, that the hill of Calvary was clothed with the 
precious blood of the Son of God; that he there bore the 
wrath of Jehovah for your sins? O heart of adamant, that 
will not be moved by such condescension, suffering and love ! 
O stupid soul, that can behold with indifference the “Son of 
God in tears,” offering himself a sacrifice, for the redemp- 
tion of guilty rebellious man ! 

Yes, dear youth, your Christian friends, the Angels in 
heaven, and Christ himself, all desire your salvation; and 
how will you regard these desires? Shall they be gratified, 
or will you still turn a deaf ear ? Ah, no, I cannot indulge 
the thought, that you, my dear friends, will treat the desires 
of such beings with total indifference, while your own best 
good is their ‘ultimate object. 

4, Censider the glories of heaven. 
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Of these we can have but a faint conception, while sojourn- 
ing in bodies of clay. That heaven is a place of unalloyed 
happiness and ine“iable glory, the Scripture s plainly assert. 
“ There is the throne of God and the Lamb, and the pure 
river of water of life proceeding therefrom ; and there saints 
and angels unite in ascribing “glory and honour, do- 
minien and power, to him that sitteth on the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever.” There your departed Christian friends 
are at this moment mingling their voices with the heavenly 
host, in shouting Alleluiah, Alleluiah, for the Lord God Om- 
nipotent reigneth.” ‘There they unite in crying “ holy, holy, 
holy, Lord, God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come.” It is there, dear youth, that the bumble penitent at last 
arrives. There is the consummation of all his happiness. 
There he takes his fill of pleasure, for ever to increase with 
his capacity: and it is there that the angels wait to rejoice 
at your conversion. 

5. Think of the misery of hell. 

O, the horrors of despair! What pencil can paint, what 
tongue can tell, or what’ pen describe them! “ Weeping, 
wailing, and enashing of teeth,” constitute the horrid discord . 
of the abodes of the damned. There the worm that never 
dies, the dreadful gnawings of a guilty conscience, heart- 
rending reflections on murdered tinie, the view of saints afar 
off in glory, and the surrounding gloom of the infernal pit, all 
conspire to involve in superlative misery Add to this, ten 
housand other sources of woe, and well may we exclaim, 
‘whocan dwell with devouring fire, who can inhabit ever- 
lasting golm iy. ie ??? Canyou disregard the groans of those who 
are now sufiering the just vengeance of an angry God? Will 
you sleep on, and delay, until you are aw akened by the howl- 
ing of that tempest, which will assured ly be poured out upon 
the wicked. Alas, what will you then do; how will you 
then a ete ‘if you neglect so great salvation ?” 

Consider the worth of the soul. 

é ‘What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” No 
treasure, no possession, no earthly enjoyment, can com- 
pensate for the loss of one soul. Its value can be measured 
but by eternity, for with that only its existence terminates. 
When millions of millions of years shall have rolled awav, 
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your soul will still be active, and its capacity to suffer or 
to enjoy, will be for ever increasing. 


‘¢O the soul that never dies,” 


here spending its short probation, and preparing for the glo- 
ries of heaven, or miseries of hell. 

7. Death is rapidly approaching. 

Perhaps this night you close your eyes, to sleep the sleep 
ef death. Thousands have been thus surprised, and ushered 
unexpected and unprepared, into the presence of their Judge. 
Thousands as young and gay as yourselves, have been sud- 
denly torn from their friends, and palsied by the cold hand of 
the destroyer. Cast your thoughts around. How many 
youth can you now number, sleeping under the “ clods of the 
valley.” Alas! they are gdévie, gone, never to return! Their 
state is fixed. They are now enduring the wrath of God, or 
are enjoying his presence in the paradise above. 

You, my friends, whoever you are, may be assured, that 
death is at hand. Though you may be spared a few days . 
movths, or years, still he is near. He is a strong armed ty- 
rant, and you cannot elude his grasp. He will have you, wi!- 
ling. or unwilling. Soon he will unveil to your view, an aw- 
ful and a dreadful Eternity, unless you make haste and fice te 
Christ, the only refuge from the impending storm. O do re- 
member, that you are mortal, that time flies, that death ap- 
proaches,and that you yet have no hope ; but are exposed, ev- 
ery moment, to be cut down, and consigned to everlasting 
ruin. 4 

8. The judgment day is at hand. 

Soon, my friends, the loud trump of the Archangel will 
awake the sleeping dead, and you will come forth; “ you 
that have done good to the resurrection of life, and you that 
have done evil to the resurrection of damnation. ‘l’'hen the 
Saviour, whom you have loved or despised, will appear in the 
clouds of heaven, coming to judge the world, and to reward 
every one according to his deeds. Before him you must 
stand with the assembled millions, while with a frown he 
bids you depart, or with a smile welcomes you to his heavenly 
kingdom. How dreadful must be that day to you, if you are 


not then clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness > _ 
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What will you then do, when the stern judge shall pronounce 
your awful doom. How will you then feel, when your dear 
relatives and friends will arise to meet Christ in the air, and 
to go with him to the New Jerusalem above, while you are 
left behind, the companions of wretched men and devils, for 
ever to sink in the gulf of misery and woe; there to remain 
an outcast from the presence of God, from your Christian 
friends, and from every alleviation of the most complete mis- 
ery. With what agony must you take up your final abode, 
‘where the smoke of your torment will ascend for ever and 
ever.” 

Thus, my young friends, I have endeavoured to lay before 
you, some of the motives, to induce you to attend, without 
delay, to the concerns of your souls. ‘There might be added 
many more; but if these are not sufficient to arouse you from 
your awful lethargy, you have great reason to tremble, and 
to be alarmed at your stupidity. Now you have a day of 
grace. Now the saints are praying for you; the Angels of 
God wait to rejoice over you; the Lord Jesus Christ, by his 
Word and by his Spirit, is intreating you to come; _ the glo- 
ries of heaven are offered you; the miseries of hell are un- 
veiled to your view : while the worth of your soul, the rapid 
approach of death, and the awful solemnities of a Judgment 
day, urge you to make haste, to escape for your life from the 
destruction which awaits you. O my friends, as you value 
your eternal good, I intreat you to awake from this danger- 
ous slumber. Arise and go to Jesus. Go to him a humble 
beggar, penitent and believing. None such were ever sent 
empty away. While you tarry, your sins are accumulating, 
your danger is increasing. Delay a little longer, and your 
soul, your precious, immortal soul, is lost for ever. 4 


THE SURPRISE. 


What deadly grasp, what chilling pains are these, 
Which strike my soul with such a dread surprise ? 
Shall I not linger with some long disease, 

And then prepar’d, to heaven and glory rise? 


Can this be death? Can he so cruel prove? 
Must all my hopes in one sad moment flee ? 
10* 
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Must f be torn from all on earth I love, 
With none to help, and none to comfort me ? 


Alas! I fail; the vain deceit is fled ; 

My eyes srow dim, the fata! wound 3 is given ; 
Soon you will say, the thoughtless wretch is dead ; 
Soon will be clos’d, the door of hope and heaven. 


Thoughtlesss I liv’d, presumptuous in delay, 
Sporting along the tide of noisy mirth ; 

And thus my soul, my all, have thrown away, 
For the mean trifles of delusive earth. 








Terrific shock ! I go ye friends fareweli ! 
A sick bed was my hope; but now, ’tis past. 
My dying words to my companions tell, 
* Repent, to-day, for this may be your last.” 
Jan. 20, 1820. P. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


,» JANUARY 17, 1820. 


Mr. Epitor,—I take the liberty of sending you a letter which 
have just received. Its subject is all important, and may be deemed 
worthy of a place in the Guardian. It may cause some other pen to 
write, some other tongue to speak, some other heart to feel; and thus 
prove a humble instrument ol feeding the hungry, clothing the naked. 
instructing the ignorant, and doing good as we have opportunity. 


A LETTER. 





My Christian Sister, 


For some days past my heart has been indicting a lei- 
ter upon the subject of educating indigent children, but am 
sensible that this important subject calls for an abler pen 
than mine. O that some one would employ his talents in the 
cause of suflermg humanity ! In what way can eloquence, or 
influence, be employed more conducive to the happiness of 
society, than by pleading the cause of wretched ignorant child- 
ren—the offspring of idle, vicious parents. I have been 
looking for something ia that faithful little messenger, The 
Youth’s Guarpran, which would excite our young ladies t to 
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make some sacrifices of unnecessary expenses, and unprofita- 
ble visits, for the purpose of engaging in this too much neg- 
lected duty. Would not something of this kind appeal even 
to the hearts of children, and excite their compassion for the 
poor’ When they learn that a stick of candy, or a handful 
of raisins, would procure a book for a destitute child, and 
perhaps induce him to learn to read, will they not cheerfully 

dispense with superfluities, and submit to a little seli-denial, 
to enjoy the nobler satisfaction of doing good ? But I fearthat 
few are acquainted with the melancholy truth, that vast num- 
bers are arriving to years of maturity without knowing how 

toread. ‘The question, * What measures shall be taken to 
instruct them,” has often revolved in my mind ; and the ex- 
pectation of receiving one of your good letters upon this sub- 
ject, has induced me to disclose to you the result of this in- 
quiry. It has frequently called forth emotions of pity, when 

i have asked, “ can you read the Bible,” to hear the answer, 
‘¢ T was never taught to read :” But I lament that too much 

of my compassion has evaporated in unavailing wishes, while 
it ought to have been employed in exertions to remove the ig- 
norance which enveloped them. My practical language has. 
not only been, “ Be ye warmed and clothed,” without doing 
all in my power to effect it, but also, “‘ be ye instructed,” 

without lending that assistance which humanity and christian- 
ity demanded. When making inquiry for objects of charity, 

the answer has not unfrequently been, “ we don’t know of 
any, but who, if they were prudent, temper ate and industri- 
ous, might support their children, and give them a decent edu- 
cation. O how cruel it is, that these dear children must be 

the objects of revenge for the crimes oftheir fathers. Surely 

there must be compassion in the bosom of every disciple of 
Jesus: there must be some Father or Motherin Israel, who 
ean feel for these more than orphans, and perform the duty 
which is entirely neglected by their unfeeling parents. 

I don’t know of any way, in which I could better describe 
the situation of many of the inhabitants of this town, than by 
giving a sketch of a little excursion made on Christmas day, 
in company with a dear friend. Recollecting that this day 
was in commemoration of Him, who, when he was upon 
earth, regarded the poor, and went about doing them good, 
we resolved to celebrate it, by endeavouring to imitate his ex- 
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umple. It was not an idle curiosity which led us througi; 
the cold wind and snow, but a desire to search out those who 
were buried in poverty and ignorance. We soon found 
some ol the objects of our pursuit. On entering a litile hut, 
we were surprised to find that it contained no less than thir- 
seen inhabitants. With repeated assurances of our friend- 
ship and good wishes, the children were prevailed upon to 
remain inthe house. How much, thought I, do these resem- 
ble the wild, untutored natives of the forest ! Although their 
naked feet, ‘and scanty tattered garments, plead powerfully 
for our compassion, yet even this outward wretchedness ap- 

eared triiling compared with the degraded state of their 
minds. W ith brutal insensibility, the parents barter their 
children’s bread for the intoxicating draught, and return to 
their families laden with its fruits, quarrels, lies, and blasphe- 
mies, which they teach their helpless offspring, when they 
sit in the house, when they walk by the way, when they lie 
down, and when they rise up. Such is the deplorable pic- 
turewhere no one can read, and where the Bible is a strang- 
er. The principal object of our visit being accomplished, 
which was to induce the children to attend a schoo! that was 
to be opened, for their instruction ; we promised, in case of 
punctual attendance, that their filthy clothes should be ex- 
changed for better ones, and then took our leave of this abode 
of misery. Our calls were numerous ; and though in some 
were marks of civilization, yet we found but few who could 
read that sacred word of God, which we esteem our treasure, 
and our joy ; andfewer still who regarded his Sabbaths, or 
frequented his courts. 

On_entering one of these lowly dwellings, the venerable ap- 
pearance of an aged sire first attracted my attention. { found 
he was the grand-parent. His white locks, and decayed 
frame, stooping down to the grave, called forth the filial emo- 
tions of my soul. Being almost deaf, it was with much ex- 
ertion on my part that he was enabled to hear the conversa- 
tion ; and on being told what Christ had done for sinners, ex- 
claimed, “ Inever heard this before !”? The children listened 
with attention, and answered with their tears. A Bible 
which the hand of charity bestowed, was as unintelligible to 
them, as to the shelf on which it lay. May some friendly 
stranger often call, and read to them this precious word of- 
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life. The approaching evening required us to take our leaves 
While returning home, memory continned to present the 
scenes of the day, which excited first a tear, then a smile, 
then prayer and praise. And through the gloom which 
these scenes of ignorance, poverty, and sin had cast upon om 
minds, a ray of hope appeared, that better thin»s were yet in 
store for these pitiful objects, and that our feeble exertions in 
their behalf would be blessed. 

By this time you will enquire, “‘ What is the result?” It 
is gratifying to inform you that our efiorts were not fruitless. 
The following Sabbath, our worthy Pastor encouraged us in 
well-doing, and gave pe a that a charity sche.l w: ould com- 
mence the next morning. ‘This was accempanied with anu 
earnest request that the rich and denevolent wouid patronize 
the undertaking, and supply necessary food and clothing. A 
number of Ladies evinced, that they were not regardless of 
this call, by immediately sending a quantity of clothing, and 
agreeing to send a dinner each, on stated days, to those 
whose scanty pittance at home could scarce afiord two meals 
aday. Your curiosity will be excited to have a view of the 
garments we have prepared, when you learn that some. of. 
them are composed of nearly fifty pieces, and shaded with 
nearly half the number of difierent colours. But the joy 
manifested by these destitute children was a sufficient com- 
pensation for our labour, aud their engagedness in learning, a 
sufficient reward for instructing them. We were led to remem- 
ber the saying of the Lord Jesus, “ It is more blessed to give 
than to receive. 

Now, my dear M , you say it is the language of your 
heart, “* Lord, what hast thou for me to do?” IThope you 
will be directed. Ye? donot harbour a thought that you may 
slacken your hands because you are not sent to Asia, Africa, 
or the Isles of the sea; but exert every nerve to extirpate 
heathenism from our native land. ‘This may be done most 
effectually, by instructing the dear lambs, and without step- 
ping over the bounds of that modesty, which so much adorns 
the female character. Perhaps there are as many ignorant 
children in ————, asthere are here. Ifancy I see you al- 
ready searching the corner of every street, for the objects of 
your compassion, while your eloquent entreaties in their be- 
palf, soften the hard heart of parents, till they are constrain- 
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ed to accede to your proposals. I see them, with early 
steps, repairing for instruction. How silent, how attentive 

they are, while you read them the story of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem, and tell how this compassionate Saviour left the man- 
sions of glory to dwell upon the earth—how he fasted and 
prayed in the cold mountain, with no other covering than the 
heavens, that we might enjoy a plentiful table, and the pleas- 

ures of the fire-side—how he suffered without the gate of Je- 

rusalem, in order to open a door of mercy to every repenting 
sinner. No wonder that their tears flow, and their bosoms 
heave wiihsighs. Oteach them by precept and example to 
bow at the footstool of mercy, and may He, who hears prayer 
lenda listening ear. 

You have commenced on a morning without clouds. But 
“remember the dark days, for they too shall be many.” 
Should you for a while appear to labour in vain, and begin 
to hear the exclamation, “ to what purpose is this waste ?” 
yet be not discouraged. it is indeed like casting seed into 
the earth ; human vision beholds it not, but the eye of faith 
rests assured , 


‘The precious grain can ne’er be lost, 
‘¢ For grace insures the crop.” 


Yours, &c. 


NICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
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WALKS OF USEFULNESS, 
AND ABOUT THE CITY OF NEW-YORK., 

have often read, with great pleasure, “ the Walks of Use- 

fulness, in, and about, the city of I London, by the Rev. John 

Camp bell; and while reading, have thought, that reflec- 

tions similar to his, might be useful ana | interes sting to yo Ung 
people. 

If christians of information would mingle with a greater 

degree of familiarity with the various classes of men who 

crewd our streets, and would offer some moral re! flections on 








n 
9 


h 





Walks of Usefulness. 119 


those events which are constantly occurring, they might of- 
ten be the instruments of much good to their fellow creatures. 
Impressed with the belief that some good might be done in 
this way, I resolved one day, in the month of September last, 
after the example of Mr. Campbell, to make several excur- 
sions through this city, and to improve every opportunity 
which Divine Providence should present, to impart moral! 
and religious instruction to my fellow creatures. Onmy re- 
turn home, after each excursion, | committed my sev eral con- 
versations to writing, in a diary, which [ have kept for many 
years. Ihave copied some of them, and transmit them to 
you for consideration. [f you think any of them worthy of 
a place in the Guardian, you are at liberty to insert them. 
Sept. 8.—I had not walked far, before my attention was 
arrested by the cries of a little girl, who was sitting on the 
step of a door, up analley, a few paces from the side walk. 
The thought struck me that I might be of some service to the 
child. I stepped up to her, and enguired of her if she had 
lost her way, and wished to be directedto her parents. She 
replied, that she had now no parexts. Her mother, she 
said, had died a few weeks before of the prevailing fever, and 
that her father had married another woman, and. they"had 
gone to the southward, and had left her to shift for herself. 
She said, that many people had been kind to her, had permit- 
ted her to sleep in their houses, and had given her food ; but 
they could not take care of her, and said she must go to the 
alms heuse. She said, she did not wish to go there, as there 
were many idle and vicious children there ; but she supposed 
she must go, as she had no friends to take care of her, or get 
heraplace. ‘there was such an air of sincerity in the rela- 
tion of her afieeting story, that [ resolved to take her under 
my care. I said to her, “ dry up your tears my child, youshall 
yet find friends. The Lord will be your friend, and will pro- 
vide for you, and protect you, if you will put your trust in him;” 
for he has promised “to take up these whom father and mo- 
ther forsake.” Your earthly father, who ought to have pro- 
tected and provided for you, has forsaken you, and “ will 
you not from this time cry unto God, my Father, theu art the 
guide of my youth.” ‘ QO, sir,” said she, ** while I have been 
sitting here, ‘thinking what would become of me, the last 
Sabbath Schcol lesson which I learned has come very fresh 
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tomy mind. It consisted of kind promises to them whe are 
good, and who love God.” She then repeated several, among 
which were the following striking promises : “ Cana woman 
forget her sncking child, that she should not have compas- 
sion on the son of her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet will 
not I forgot thee. Behold I have graven thee on the palms 
of my hands.” “Leave thy fatherless children and I will 
preserve them alive” But Ido not known that these pro- 
mises are for me; my teacher told me that none, but those who 
love God, have any right to take encouragement from the pro- 
mises of the Bible.” ‘The passages you have quoted, said I, 
are peculiarly adapted to your situation ; and there seems to 
have been a special previdence in your having had this lessou 
assigned to you the last Sabbath. God has thus, I trust, pre- 
pared your mind for your present condition. Come with me, 
my child, and I will provide for you for the present. She 
wiped her eyes, and tanked me for my kindness. As we 
passed along the strect, | asked her several questions, and 
found her an intelligent child. She had regularly attended 
the Sunday school for three seasons, and had made consider- 
able proficiency. She appeared to have a tender conscience ; 
to be afraid of offending God, and to be very anxious to gain 
en information. I thought within myself, this child 

may be one of the many thousands already rescued from vice 
and wretchedness, and ‘translated into. the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son, by means of that excellent institution, the Sabbath 
School. 

Tleft the child inthe charge of a friend, and joined a small 
circle who were conversing on the present distress of the 
country. I learned from them that there had been several 
important failures of a recent date, which were entirely un- 
expected. * They conversed like men of the world, and did 
not appear to reflect, “ that the fashion of the world passetl 
away,” though they had so many striking instances of its van- 
ity befor their eyes. One of them remarked, “ that the times 


‘were very critical; that there was no safety for money any 


where ; that the country banks were all failing, through the 
pressure ofthe times, and the city banks would go next; for 
if they were able to pay their notes now, it was not improba- 
ble that they would be defrauded and robbed by the clerks, 
as this had become quite common; he believed every bank 
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would fail.” IT replied, there is one bank which I am sure 
will never fail, for its capital is immense, and the most per- 
fect confidence may be placed in its officers. ‘ Neither moth 
nor rust” can destroy any thing which is deposited in it ; and it 
is impossible for any “ thieves to break through it and steal.” 
The person asked with much earnestness, “ if the bank was in 
this city.” I told him it was not : that the bank to which I re- 
ferred was not even in this world ; that the treasures of which 
it was composed were spiritual, but they were not the less 
real on that account: that we had the assertion of him, who 
never deceived any one, and “ who cannot fic,” that these 
riches “ endure forever.” However uncertain, said I, the 
riches and honours of this world may be, those who lay up 
their treasure in that bank, shall certainly receive an hund- 
red times as much asthey deposit. I told him there were a 
creat many conveniences and excellencies attached to this 
bank, which were werthy of our consideration. ‘The dis- 
counts, said I, are upon the most liberal scale : It is written 
over the door, “ ask and ye shall receive.” No endorser is 
required, and no one who applies is sent away empty, “if he 
ask in faith,” i. e. in a humble and respectful manner. In ali 
other banks there are particular hours for business, and thé 
applicants must come at such a time, or they cannot be attend- 
ed to. Butthis bank is open night and day, and the princi- 
pal director ‘¢ never slumbers nor sleeps,’’ but is so attentive 
and kind to the requests ofthe applicants, that he even anti- 
cipates their wants, “ and while they are yet speaking, he an- 
swers them.” Theyare not, therefore, confined to any par- 
ticular time, but may come “in season and out of season ;” 
i. e€. as often as they feel the need of assistance ; and they al- 
ways receive much more “ than they ask or think” of ob- 
taining. The poor can always be accommodated at this 
bank, for the officers have “no respect for persons.” ‘The 
rich are frequently “‘ sent away empty,” because they do not 
feel their need of assistance, though they sometimes make ap- 
plication. 

And now, my friend, said I, will you not obey the injune- 
tion of the “ Friead of sinners,” and “ provide for your- 
self bags which wax not old ; a treasure inthe heavens which 
faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth cor- 
rupteth ?” <“ Hesaid, “he did not know as to these things ; 
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it was best to secure one world at a time; and though there 
was some uncertainty about the durability of riches, just now, 
he expected there would be better times soon. He hoped to 
be saved, though he paid but little attention to religion, as 

vet.” E left the circle, with the pleasing reflection, that I had 
done all in my power to give a serions turn to their minds ; 
and as F walked away, one of them remarked, “that is an 
odd fellow indeed.” 

(To be continued. ) 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
FOR THE EYE OF CHILDREN. 


Precious Young Immortals / 


Will you read a few lines attentively, remembering they 
were written for you, witha desire to promote your happiness. 
In the 34th Psalm, David recommends religion to the 
young, on account of the many blessings which attend it, and 
the great happiness which it ensures. “ Come, ye chilc iren,” 
says he, “ hearken unto me; | will teach you the fear of the 
Lord.” He afterwards tells them, if they keep their tongue 
from evil, and their lips from speaking guile; if they depart 
from evil ‘and do good ; if they seek peace and pursue it ; 
then the ears of Jehovah will be open to their prayer ; 
while “ the face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to 
cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.” Now, 
consider, dear children, is it not a great favour to have God 
hear your prayers, and grant your requests P You may be 
taken very sick ; you may have distressing pains ; your dear 
parents may weep over your bed, and do all they can to give 
you ease ;. but their efforts are insufficient ; medicines do not 
afford you relief; every means employed for your comfort 
fails. You turn first on one side, then on the other, but gain 
no easy position ;. yeu find “ that change of posture, is 
only change of pain.” O! then how you will wish that the 
Doctor, or somebody, could take away your pain. But no! 
your dear mother takes your hand, and sighs over her belov- 
ed child in vain ; brothers and sisters weep around you in 
vain. New, te have a friend who can, and, if it is for your. ,. 
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best goods will give you immediate relief, will put underneath 
his sustaining arms, and make all your bed i in your a 
what a comfort ! And who can this kind friend be but God ? 
He is the Almighty Physician. Diseases are his servants : 
when He says, “ go,” they obey ; when He says to the de- 
stroying angel, “ stay thine hand,” he stops, and the sufferer 
is relieved. 

When you are thus suffering pain and sickness, and want 
God to give you ease, you cannot expect he will do it, 
unless you pray to him. And if you wish to know how to 
pray to him in sickness, and desire that he should hear your 
prayer, you must learn to pray while in health. So that 
when you are sick, you may have comfort, which nothing 
else can give. 

But I fear, dear children, you are too apt to think there is 
no happiness in religion, but that it will deprive you of your 
amusements. You are often disappointed in your worldly 
pleasures ; you are not satisfied with them; you are contin- 

ually seeking some new method of diversion. Now you have 

not tried religion among your various pursuits ; you have 
not discovered what pleasure there is in that. Why-wilt-you 
not try it? Do not all truly pious persons tell you ‘that they 
would not give up their religious aajayenenty, to possess all 
the riches, honours, and pleasures earth can yield? “Tis 
ihe gre atest comfort to have a God to go to at all times, espe- 
cla ly in trouble, when no one else can relieve. 

In the above mentioned Psalm it is said, “ the righteous 
ery, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all 
their troubles.” Why then, children, will you not go and 
xneel before this gracious God, and tell him you are sinners, 
and ask his pardon, and seek his favour , that you may enjoy 
hislove. But perhaps you do not realize that you are sinners. 
Stop a moment, and think how you live, and hav e lived. 
Have you never done any thing which your parents have told 
you not todo ? Have you always done just what they have 
directed ? Have you never told a falsehood, or attempted i in 
any way to deceive? Have you never quar reled with any of 
your brothers or sisters, or play-mates, or cheated in play ? 
Have you not coveted and desired what belongs to them? If 
you have, you have broken God’s tenth command, which 
you know says, “thou shalt not covet any thing that is thy 
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neighbours.” Have you always spoken with reverence oj 
God and sacred things; or have you not sometimes spoken 
that tremendous, awful name, in a trifling manner, and forgot 
that He heard you? QO! then you have broken his third 
command, which forbids his name to be taken in vain. Have 
you always remembered the Sabbath day, to keep it holy ; or 
have you not wanted to play on that sacred day ? Have you 
not sometimes neglected to pray to God morning and night ; 
and when you have knelt for prayer, have you thought and 
felt that you were speaking to that great God, who looks on 
your heart, and knows whether you really desire those bless- 
ings you ask in your prayers ? 

I beg you, my dear young friends, tostop at each of these 
questions, and let your own conduct give the answer. If you 
tind yourself guilty in only one respect, you are a sinner, and 
need to pray to God for mercy, for Jesus Christ’s sake ; or, 
if you choose still to go on in your foolish, sinful course, "and 
will not leave off every bad habit, and get the good habit of 
praying to God, you will—how shall I tell you ? you must 
zo where you shall do for yourselves what I am now doing 
for you ; that is, weep—forever. Pause, ponder, think, I be- 
seech you, my dear young reader, how you will feel at that 
solemn, awful day, when you must unavoidably be called to 
stand before God’s judgment seat, all trembling and afraid, 
knowing that the Judge is not your friend, It will answer no 
purpose for you then to cry for mercy. It will be too late. 

‘While life was spared, you would not love and serve me,” 

may the exalted Jesus say : “ while on earth, you loved your 
play and worldly pursuits better than my Bible, my Sanctu- 
ary, and better than doing what I commanded. 1 told you 

in my word what would be the consequences of such neglect, 
but you would not read, or would not hear my gospel preach:- 
ed, or would soon forget what was enjoined upon you. Now, 
you see I can, and shall execute the dreadful threatening | 
denounced. Away, “ cast the unprofitable servant into outer 

darkness, where is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of 
ieeth.” ‘Phen will you experience many unavailing regrets, 
and-say, “* what a fool was [! what good can my worldly as- 
sociates now do me! They cannot save me from the lake of 
fire, I seeready to receive me. O! why did I not exchange 
my foolish story books for the Bible ! There I might haye 
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read stories, which would have made me wiser and better. 
Why did I not leave my play and go to meeting ? And when 
I did go, why did I not remember what the preacher said, 
instead of looking to see who was at meeting, and what 
clothes they wore? It is all too late. Here I have an eter- 
nity to bewail my folly. Imight have prayed on earth ; but 
now I cry, and am not heard.” 

Have you pious parents, my dear young reader ? Will you 
wound their hearts by disobedience, when they have done 
and suffered more for you than you can ever realize ? Do 
you lovethem; and can you bear to be separated forever 
trom them ? When absent on a short visit, you long and wait 
impatiently for their return. With joy you: hear their car- 
riage wheels, andrun to meet and welcome them. You will 
meet them at the bar of judgment ; and will you give them 
cause then to say, “* Lord, here are the children thou hast giv- 
enus ; butthey would not hearken t@ our reproofs and in- 
structions ; they deserve thy displeasure ; and, Lord, we 
must now submit them to thy righteous will.” How willyou 
then feel, to have not even your parents to intercede in your 
behalf ; but looking on, while you are separated from them, 
and from the happiness of heaven, and sent to the darkness of 
an everlasting night. In vain will you cling to your parents or 
pious friends. ‘Their protection will be in vain; they cannot 
lend it them ; but having warned you on the earth to flee 
from the wrath to come, and loving their God more than you, 
they must then resign you to his disposing will. On earth, 
they longed for your salvation; but they will then see that 
God is just in your destruction. Do stop, and consider these 
things, for they will surely come: “ the appointed hour 
makes haste ;” and, while you consider, resolve, (asking God 
to give you strength,) that you wil! henceforth give yourself 
away to Him and his service, and will love and imitate that 
blessed Jesus, who suffered more than you can know, to in- 
duce you totake him for your only Saviour, for your portion 
in life, your peace in death, and your everlasting felicity. 
Then, then will you be found at last among that blessed num- 
ber, who shall stand at God’s right hand, and be welcomed 
among the happy spirits of the just, to dwell forever, where 
sickness is not known, sorrow shall never come, and the bles- 
sed God himself shall wipe away every tear from every eye, 

it? 












Obituary of Samuel Fay. 
SELECTED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


OBITUARY OF SAMUEL FAY. 


Samuel Fay, of Little Bartholomew, Close, London, was 
born in 1797. From a young child, he was obedient to his 
parents, and diligent at his lessons ; and he loved to worship 
the great and good God, and to hear his praises, and to learn 
his most holy will. : 

Samuel was often ill, and suffered much pain ; about seven 
months before he died, he was wholly confined to the house. 
But he endeavoured to be patient, and prayed to the Lord ve- 
ry earnestly to give him more and more patience. During 
his last illness, he said, “‘ It isa great blessing to me, that I 
have had pious parents. Sometimes I used to think, they 
were too strict with me; but now, l am sure all they did to 
me, was for my good. 

Being told that he could not recover, he said, “ Then God 
will take me to heaven.” He was willing to live or to die, 
just as God pleased. “If I live,” said he, “ I hope it wil! 
be to the glory of God, and to the comfort of my parents.”’ 
To the last, he had great satisfaction in reading and hearing, 
the holy scriptures ; and he often spoke of the Lord’s great 
goodness tohim. He frequently said, he had no hope nor trust, 
that God loved him, and that he should be happy forever in 
Heaven, but through Christ, his Saviour, who had suffered so 
much, and died for him and for all persons. 

A short time before Samuel expired, he distributed his 
books, and other things, among his young relations and 
friends, who stood around his bed. ‘To his brother, to whom 
he gave his Bible, he said, “I give youthat Bible. It is an 
old one, but it is a precious one. It bas been a great bless- 
ing tome. ‘The comfort I now feel, I got from that book. 
{am going to Heaven ; and there it was, I learned the way. 
Study it; and treasure up these things in your mind. Re- 
member they are the words of a dying brother. May this 
boek make you happy on your dying bed! I am going: do you 
try to supply my place. Obey your father and mother ; and 
as long as you live, do every thing you can to make them 
happy.” ‘To another of his young relations, to whom also he ~ 
gave a Bible, he said ; “ There is a Bible for you. Pray for 
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a blessing upon it. Do not part with it, even if you should 
want bread. It will support you when every thing else fails. 
It has comforted me in all my afflictions.” 

Samuel took leave of his friends very affectionately ; es- 
pecially of those who had kindly visited him, to instruct and 
comfort him : he said he hoped they should all meet again in 
glory. 

He died on the seventeenth of June, 1808, aged ten years 
and seven months. On the day of his death, he said; “ I 
am so weak now, that I cannot speak much; but—I am hap- 
py! Hethen remained quite still and composed, and his 
spirit peacefully departed to his God and Saviour. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A FRAGMENT. 


Come, dear Papa, said the youthful Margaret to her aged , 
parent, it is a fine evening, let us go forth and view the set- 
ting sun; a walk will perhaps revive your spirits; give me 
your arm dear sir, and lean on me. _ Now whither shall we 
direct our course ? suppose we stroll on the banks and thence 
so down to the sea shore? Oh! how gentle and refresh- 
ing the breeze ; does it not animate your Alas! no, I see 
you’re sad; let me wipe away your tears; put sorrow away 
from your heart; pray do not grieve more ; but if you do, dear 
Papa, let it be for sinonly. Oh! do not sink beneath the vi- 
cissitudes of life. See sir, you make me weep too. I feel 
much for you, and sincerely sympathize with you. Yes, my 
heart bleeds for your misfortunes. Your sorrows are my gor- 
rows ;—but the Lord supports me, my dear parent, and I 
know that all his ways are right and just. He cannot do 
wrong, however hard his dispensations may seem. Perhaps 
his frowns may, in time, prove blessings in disguise ; if so, 
you will have infinite cause to adore the hand that now be- 
reaves. | 

Your situation, at your age, I am sensible is peculiarly dis- 
tressing. You have not youth on your side, to enable you to 
bear up under your various trials: but come, my dear, dear 
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Papa, cease to weep, and turn your thoughts to other objects, 
My motive in drawing you from home was to divert your 
inathe and here is a scene before us, methinks, sufficiently 
sublime to dissipate gloomy thoughts. "See what a lov ely and 
magnificent prospect surrounds us! Listen, Papa, to the low 
murmurings of the gentle waves. How admirably calculated 
is every thing here, this evening, to calm our fears and inspire 
our hearts with gratitude to the great Author of our being! 
Hark, dearest sir, how the retiring Nightmgale and sweet 
Robin pour forth their sweetest notes from ‘the adjacent 
groves to entertain us. No music beneath the the sky is as 
melodious as theirs. All gay, all happy here. Universal! na- 
ture smiles around. Hail peaceful shades! the seat of con- 
templation and sweet retirement. Oh! this isthe place, Papa, 
for meditation. Behold Creation in her fairest robe, tastily 
drest in her richest colours. Let us, with admiring hearts, 
adore the God, whose matchless glories shine above, beneath, 
and all around ; whose boundless beauties spread far and near. 
Here the broken hearted Mandeville fixed his eyes on his 
pious child, with a look expressive of his feelings, heav’d a 
sigh and exclaimed, “‘ would to God I possessed a mind like 
yours.” Margaret kissed affectionately the hand of her be- 
loved parent, saying, dear Pa, if you see any thing desirable 
in me, and worthy of imitation, it is God who has given i! 
me; and if you will love and believe in his dear Son, he wil! 
be bountiful and gracious to youtoo. (Mandeville greaned. 
But see, said the lively young Christian, (who thought it 
would be most judicious to say but little at the time, on serious 
things, to her unhappy father, ) see, cear sir, there is a vessel 
in sight, let us seat ourselves beneath this elm tree and wait 
her arrival; a few minutes will bring her in: meanwhile, let 
us contemplate the beauties of the evening. Look towards 
the west. and behold that hese: luminary, leaving our hem- 
isphere, to hail the inhabitants of an other part of the Globe. 
Which is the most grand, the rising or setting sun ? The set- 
ting sun I think; ’tis the best with me for meditation. Ob 
Papa, what a noble sight | | how elegantly the sky is painted, 
and what awe the scenery throws over the mind! It raises my 
thoughts to a higher and better scene. Where shall 1 find Jan- 
guage to express my feelings? how shall I tell you-niiy 
thoughts ? They are too big for utterance. Could I but peep 
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into the world above, and view the glories there, J am sure, 
with the weak powers I now possess, I should not be able to 
stand the sight. _Whata sweet emblem is that refulgent sun, 
ofevena brighter Sun! I mean that great Luminary who is the 
light of Heaven, the brightness of Jehovah’s glory, and who 
is able to*tread beneath his feet yon radiant orb. How beau- 
tifully the horizon is tinged with varied colours from the re- 
flection of the sun. Art can do much; but Nature, how much 
more ! How glorious the works of Nature shine, form’d by 
the God of nature, and preserved by his mighty hand. How 
gradually the sun sinks—he’s gone. Ob! may I die as calm- 
ly, and may my sun go downasclear! See what a lively hue 
he leaves behind, Papa; what an evidence of his real bright- 
ness. [ hope, sir, { may be enabled te leave behind as good a 
testimony of my being a true child of God, a brand plucked 
from the burning. 

But the ship is coming in; let us descend to the shore that 
we may be nearer toher. What an elegant sight is a ship in 
full sail! ‘The sea is aimost calm; how gently she comes. 
She reminds me of some who smoothly glide down the tide of 
life, without care or concern, either wf this or the world.to_ 
come; while others encounter storm and tempest, wind and 
weather, and are always troubled. Perhaps at this moment, 
on some part of the Atlantic, there are vessels tossed hither 
and thither by blast and billow, and can find no haven to 
steer to. Alas! like too many of our poor fellow crea- 
tures, tossed to and fro by the changing scenes of life, and 
know not where to anchor for peace and safety. 

See Papa, they are pulling down sail; how apparently re- 
joiced the creware! They have, perhaps, weathered many a 
gale, and are glad to reach the port. (‘This zealous child of 
God, knew such comparisons would not be altogether like 
s casting pearls before swine.” ‘Though her father was not of 
the household of faith, she knew he had a feeling and con- 
templative mind, and hoped a blessing might accompany her 
poor attempts to win her wretched parent’s attention to seri- 
ous things : she therefore went on in a thoughtful strain.) Ah! 
so my dear sir, will the weary soul of the true believer, after 
a life spent in toil and hardship, rejoice with joy unspeakable, 
when safely moored in the desired haven of rest. 

Look sir, through this glass, and see the sailors joyfuliy 
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tripping on shore, and hastening to their different homes, 
Oh! (cried the amimated Margaret, pressing her father’s 
arm oa looking upwards,) should it be my happy lot to get 
to heaven, just so, methinks, [ shall hasten through the golden 
strand to reach my Saviour’s mansion; and you teo, I hope 
sir. Would to God, your hopes may be realized, (exclaimed 
Mandeville, sighing—his affectionate daughter ‘breathed a 
hearty Amen!) 
but is it not time to return, (said she, turning fromthe shore 

homewards,) the cool air and silver moon calls us away from 
this delightful spot. But here is a new scene, still pleasing, 
still serene, and a very favourite one with me. From the 
flowery vale behold how majestically pale Cynthia comes! 
but not solitary, she brings a singing host, a shining train. 
Neither will he who created her come alone when he descends 
to judge the race of Adam. No! an innumerable company 
of angels and just men made perfect through Christ, will at- 
tend him through the skies; yes, a glorious shining band wil! 
escort the Saviour here. How does the moon resemble her 
Maker in complexion, how fair, how mild, how lucid are her 
beams! She is the most interesting of all the heavenly bodies. 
But Jesus, the Son of God, is the fairest and brightest of al! 
above the firmament, and all beneath those dazzling lights. 
ffe is the brightness of his Father’s glory, and outshines all 
above, below, and all grandeur betwixt heaven and earth. 

But we had better hasten home, said Margaret, a heavy 
dew is falling: (then drawing her father’s,arm through her’s 
and looking up with an affectionate smile, added,) I hope you 
will not take cold, my dear Papa. As she said this she caught 
a glimpse of his cheek, which cher quick eye perceived, from 
the radient rays of the Moon, to be moistened with the big 
drops which flowed copiously from his venerable lids. Af- 
fected by his appearance, she raised her handkerchief, and 
with a trembling hand wiped his tears ; brushing her own off, 
and breathing a prayer heav enn ard, she said, with a benign 
look, “ You still we eep my unhappy parent—W hat shall I do 
to alleviate your anouish? What shall I say to comfort you? 
Look o’er the gloomy hill of despondency ; brood no longer 
Over misfortune ; remember it is a holy and wise Being that 
afilicts you : then do not repine at the just dispensations of a 
gracious Providence.” “ The sorrow of this world worke{Ji 
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cite our gratitude. 
trust-in him, and you shall never want: 
bountiful Creator. ¢ 
so much concern as the state of — precious soul ; that never, 
never dying part of man. If you do but obtain an interést in 
ihe Lord Jesus, you will be satisfied: you will have enough 
of all things; gold enough, bread enough, and pleasures you 
have never yet tasted. Christ with a crust of bread, is more val- 
uable than the wedge of Ophir, more to be desired than king- 
Oh ! seek for that precious ruby, the pearl of great 
price; search for it, and rest not until you have found it. 
obtain that one pearl, it will infinitely more than compensate for 
the loss of all earthly things. None that ever searched for it ¢rw- 
ly have sought in vain. 
your soul on him: 
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But God ¢ 
he forbears for his 
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death.” Grieve not, my dear, dear papa, for the loss of world- 
ly good, nor despair of being provided for: let the birds who 
are without store-house or barn, teach us to trust for our 
bread. We deserve nothing : nay, if we had what our sins 
deserve, we should, be naked and hungry : ves, and cut off 
from the living, and numbered with those who are without 
hope: Hell, sir, would be our portion. 

deal with us as we most richly deserve ; 
dear Son’s sake, and provides for all his creatures: and 
—— he often takes away riches, he does not leave them to 
It ison account of sin he visits us with judgments ; 
but mercies are mixed with the bitter cup, which ought to ex- 
Believe in Christ, love him and } ‘put your 
he is a merciful and 


loes not 


earest papa! let nothing give you 


If you 


Go to Jesus, my Father, and cast 


leave your cares and sorrows with him ; 
he is able and willing to remove them, if you are truly wil- 
ling he should—He stands at the door of your heart, knock- 
ing till his locks are wet with the dew, “crying open, open.” 
| Close it not, dear sir, but open and give the Son of God en- 
trance, lest he should be weary of knocking. 
sorrowful for your sake, and Oh! go to Christ. He only can 
heal your wounds, He ‘only can pardon your sins and give 
Just as they had uttered this, they reached the 
little Cottage to which the unfortunate Mandeville had retired 
to lessen his expenses, and flee the frowns of a once smiling 
Drawing his arm from that of his darling Daughter, 
he rushed into his room, and throwing himself on his knees, 


| sokbed aloud, “Oh Ged! I thank thee for such a treasure as 


y heart is 
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thou hast given me, in my inestimable child—the richest jew. 


el, the brightest gem, thou couldst have bestowed of earthly Be 


good ;’-—and for the first time in his life, Mandeville prayed. 


SCHOOLS IN FRANCE. 


TRANSLATION OF A LETTER FROM BORDEAUX. 


The fcllowing plan has been adopted as the means of ac- 
quiring greater influence over the moral conduct of the child- 
ren who attend schools in the south of France; and likewise 
the Sunday Schools, which are establishing in connexion with 
the reformed churches. Cur greatest hope arises from the 
blessing which our Saviour condescends to bestow on the 
reading of his word. I have communicated toa respectable 
lady, a project for correcting the faults of children, which | 
apprehend is better calculated for that end, than the former 
methods of punishment. 

That lady resolved to make the experiment in a girl’s 
school which she has established in her native town, about 
fifteen miles from Bordeaux; the result has proved highly sat- 
isfactory, and appears worthy of recommendation. If reli- 
gion produces so few of its genuine fruits, may it not be impu- 
table, in a great degree, to those who teach it? Its full efficacy 
cammot be acquired by momentary or casual: instruction ; it 
requires to be united with the whole chain of our ideas, opin- 
ions, and resolutions, from infancy. ‘he divine word forms 
the code of this excellent female school. 

When ascholar commits a fault, the teacher makes it known 
to the whole school, and asks the scholars if they know any 
declaration of the Holy Scriptures, which 1s applicable to the 
case; immediately several of the scholars hasten to quote 
some passage of the Scripture, the choice of which generally | 
proves the penetration and judgment of these young persons. 
‘Uhe defaulter so far from feeling degraded by the reproaches 
of the teacher, whose authority is only human, receives with 
pious contrition, as from God himself, the correction she mer- J 
its. After hearing her publicly acknowledge her fault, the 
teacher desires the children to encourage the mind of the pen- 
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itent by some gracious declaration of Scripture. It is thus 
that the heart being moved with tenderness, these young per- 
sons interpret the divine mercy, and offer with earnestness to 
the afflicted mind of their sister the invigorating influence of 
the gracious promises. ‘Thus the teacher disappears before 
the Almighty, and with her scholars, humbles herself in the 
presence of the Supreme Being. It is no longer man who 
governs; itis the Holy One, who reveals himself to the ten- 
der minds of the children by their companions. Religious 
instruction becomes mutual. 

it is undoubtedly requisite, like the lady, to know the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and the art of finding suitable extracts for pro- 
ducing the proposed effects. But when the teacher has not 
the same talent, if she possesses genuine piety, and is ac- 
guainted with proper passages to be quoted, she will be sure 
in pursuing this course to lead their minds to God, to virtue, 
to discipline, and energy, more effectually than by the exer- 
cise of authority and ordinary means. ‘The better to judge 
of the advantage of this method, I take the liberty to ac- 
quaint you with some facts reported in the register of the 
school: 

F. L. aged eight, having spoken some low and filthy express- 
ions, was marked by the monitor, and sent to the platform: 
‘‘ What have you done?” said the teacher; she, without hes- 
itation, confessed her fault. ‘The mistress then addressed all 
ihe class, and inquired if any one of them had any advice to 
give this poor child? One scholar pronounced the following 
passage of Scripture: “Let no corrupt communication pro- 
ceed out of your mouth.”” Another said, Let your conversa- 
tion be such as “may minister grace unto the hearers.” A 
little girl added, “‘ Let your speech be always with grace.” 
This scene made the most lively impression on the whole 
school. From that moment, I. L. has used no bad language 
either in school or at home. The mother of this child, has 
reported that her daughter, who formerly had a most vicious 
disposition, is totally changed; that she had watched her 
most carefully, and desired her neighbours to do the same. 

Another child of five years old, having shewed bad behav- 
iour during the exercise of prayer, was reported by the moni- 
tor. “What have you done, my child,” said the teacher, 
“will you not be good ?” She answered, “No.” © Will you 
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do your duty ?” “No,” she replied. ‘* Will you pray te 
God?” “No,” she answered. ‘ Poor miserable child,” said 
the teacher, “how I feel for you; what will become of your” 
The child still resisted the representations of her mistress ; 
but at length she relented. Seeing her in this state, the teach- 
er inquired if the children knew any passage of Scripture 
which pointed out the duty of prayer? The children replied in 
these words, “ Pray without ceasing.” At length the little 
girl cast herself on her knees, and seriously repeated the 
Lord’s Prayer ; and, in rising, said to her mistress, “OI am 
—s now.” ‘To ‘console and encourage her, they cited to 
er another passage, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you.” From that moment the child has not neglect- 
eda single day to pray to God, and is become an example 
of good conduct in the school. 

The mother of a child who attended the school having ob- 
served a happy change in the conduct of her daughter, said 
to her, “I suppose they chastise you well in the school to 
change your bad disposition, and Madame D. gives you se- 
vere ‘reproofs.” “No,” replied the child, “they beat none 
of us at school, and Madame D. speaks to us very seldom. It 
is God who teaches us by his holy word. 

A visitor, one day, enquired among the children who be- 
long to this school, “ Who is the mistress of your school r” 
All spontaneously replied “Itis the word of God.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
MISSION TO NEW-ZEALAND. 


A Mission was established in this Island of savages, in 
(814 or 15, by Messrs. Kendall, Hall, and King, under the 
direction of the Church Missionary Society of England. An 
establishment in this Island had been agreed upon by the 
Society for some time previous, but a most disgraceful and 
melancholy event caused a delay: an event directly calcula- 
ted to enrage the Natives against Europeans, and endanger 


the lives of missionaries. 
“The ship Boyd, on a passage from Port Jackson to New 
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Zealand, had on board a New-Zealand Chief, whom the 
captain robbed of his effects, flogged unmercifully, and suf- 
fered to be abused even by the common sailors. On the 
arrival of the Boyd, the father of the chief, taking an oppor- 
tunity when he was on shore, knocked the captain on the 
head with an axe, murdered his men, and took possession of 
the ship. In connexion with this was the cutting off the Par-, 
ramatta schooner, and the murder of her crew. She put in- 
to the Bay of Islands in distress. After being kindly provi- 
ded with refreshments by the natives, instead of paying for 
them, the crew threw the people overboard, fired at them, and 
hoisting sail stood out to sea. A strong wind driving them 
back, they ran aground, and received the reward of their 
brutality.” 

And besides this, many affecting instances are given of 
sailors, not only plundering the inhabitants, but shooting su¢h 
of them as are found alone; and in revenge, for cutting off 
the ship Boyd, a number of whalemen united to destroy a 
whole district of of innocent inhabitants. 

But notwithstanding these obstacles, which might be sup- 
posed to preclude the idea of humanizing the Natives, yet the 
missionaries were treated with kindness; and in 181i4,a 
school was collected, consisting of 33 children. In one 
month there were forty-seven, in another fifty-one. Inthe 
two next months, from the want of provissions, they were 
scattered abroad in search of food: But there was an arri- 
val of unexpected supplies. ‘The welcome news,’ said Mr, 
Kendall, * was soon published throughout the neighbourhood, 
when the native children assembled, and manifested their joy 
by singing and dancing. ‘They immediately repaired to the 
school-house, where they remained day and night, repeating 
their lessons with cheerfulness, and content with what was 
viven them.’ Ina short time the number of scholars was 
eighty. Kind and patient, Mr. Kendall soon wrought grad- 
ual improvement in his little vagrants. ‘The picture which 
he drew of their wild habits, when he first gathered them out 
of the woods, is very diverting. ‘ While one child,’ he says, 
‘is repeating his lesson, another will be playing with my 
feet, another taking away my hat, and another my book, and 
all in the most friendly manner. I cannot be angry with 
them, but it requires some study, how best to iatreduce a sal- 





— 


ee 3 ce IR OS a 


136 Religious Intelliztnce. 


utary discipline among them.’ He succeeded, however, mosi 
happily, in gaining their respectful attention, and maintainin 
necessary controul over them. In work and study they show 
skill and aptness. After a few months, the son of a chief be- 
gan to be an assistant in the school. The natural temper 
of the New-Zealanders is very fine. They are feeling and gen- 
erous, notwithstanding they are cannibals. But their re- 
ligion tends to the greatest barbarism, being compounded of 
pride and ignorance, cruelty and licentiousness, and of 
course accompanied with the most degrading superstitions. 
They cail their imaginary ged, Atua, whom they consider as 
aman-eater. ‘They regard him with a mixture of fear and 
hatred, and express impatience and anger, when visited with 
sickness. Lia: do not worship idols, er fall down to stocks 
and stones ; but they often set themselves up for gods, and call 
their chiefs Atua, while they are living. ‘Che wretchedness 
in which they are held by the great deceiver of mankind, may 
be seen, in some degree, from their superstitious customs in 
i kness, and the nature of their prayers upon such occasions. 
. K. mentions, that one of his scholars being taken dan- 
seriunly ill, he had an opportunity to see the gestures, and 
near the language of his father over him. The poor blind 
parent, instead of praying for the recovery of his son, uttered 
the m x horrid imprecations, and dreadful curses against his 
god. Mr. K,. asked him the reason of his using such language. 
Ele veplie d, it was a good thing at New- Zealand, and he did it 
to frighten the Atua away, who would otherwise destroy his 
son. The boy had been out in the rain a whole day, and 
taken a severe cold. But the natives will not allow that either 
heat er cold hurts a person. Every pain is ascribed to Atua, 
who, they say, is destroying them. ‘Their sick, in every 
stage, are exposed in the open air. Mr. Marsden, one 
morning, found a woman lying on the bare ground, with a 
child about 3 days old. She was apparently near death. The 
night had been very cold and stormy. He found she was 
famishing for sustenance, and offered her some food ; but her 
husband took it from her mouth, saying, she must not eat it, 
God would be angry.’ 
‘ An instance likewise occurred in the case of Duaterra. 
This interesting chief was taken sick, and Mr. Marsden go- 
ing to see him, was forbidden entrance by the attendants. 
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He was obliged to threaten that he would bring the guns of 
his ship to bear upon the town and blow it up, before hc 
could overceme their obstinacy. On going into the inclo- 
sure, he found the chief lying on his back, facing the sun, 
which was intensely hot, in a high fever, his tongue very 
foul, violent pains in his bowels, and from ev ery appearance 
not likely to survive long. Yet, in this situation, he could 
hardly prevail on the friends surrounding the dying man, to 
permit his having any refreshment but potatoes and water. 
He died soon after, te the great loss of the mission.’ 

How should such a picture of bodily and spiritual wretch- 
edness effect our hearts? Who can refrain from lifting a 
erateful heart to God, for disposing missionaries to risk their 
lives in such a cause of humanity, and for providing the means 
of their success. 

From the last accounts we learn that the prospects of the 
mission are good. ‘The blessed work of civilizing and chris- 
tianizing the poor benighted Islanders, is oradually progress- 
ing. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


In Westfield, Ohio, a revival of religion has, for some time. 
continued with extensive progress. 

In the Summer of 1819, a great work of grace commenced 
in Cumberland, Allegany Co. which continued, with most 
salutary effects, for several months. 

From a statement of Rev. Mr. Martin, of Indianna, in 
the Chillicothe Recorder, we learn, that though the preva- 
lence of error, and the destitution of the means of grace are la- 
mentable in that country ; yet it has pleased the Great Head 
of the Church to visit some of their churches, the past year, 
With reviving grace. ‘The churches in the united congrega- 
tions of Union, Bethel, and Providence, received additions of 
144, in the course of eighteen months. 

The power of divine grace has been most signaily display- 
ed, a few menths past, in the towns of West-Barnstable, 
Sandwich, Falmouth, and Wareham, Mass. A revival con- 
tinued in these towns about six months, bearing down al! op- 
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position, and gathering great numbers of all ages and charac- 
ters to the Church of Christ. 

In Millbury, Mass. has lately been experienced a revival of 
religion. It affected a very general solemnity through the 
town, and added twenty- -five, at one time, to the Church. 
Others hoped to follow the same example, of publicly pro- 
fessing Christ. 

It is stated by a correspondent, that a special attention to 
religion has recently commenced in Elizabethtown, N. J. and 
that there were also encouraging appearances in Westfield, 
and in the 1st Church of Newark. 

A correspondent from Richmond, Mass. also writes, that 
the operations of the Holy Spirit are most powerfully felt in 
Canaan, especially in one part of the town. In one family, 
every member is, either rejoicing in hope, or deeply impres- 
sed with a sense of sin. 


Ketract of a letter from amember of Union College, Sche- 


nectady, to his class-mate in Danbury, Con. dated Feb- 
ruary 29, 1820, 


Death has entered our walls, and executed his commis- 
sion at a time when we least expected it. He has taken Hun- 
iington from the Senior Class, after but three days illness. 
But God sends mercies in the midst of judgment. It seems 
ne though He intended this stroke of his Providence, express- 
ly to change the face of things in this College. We believe 
it has had a good effect: Yes, we know it; for our eyes see 
it; and what is surer evidence, our hearts feed it. The day 
after his death, Dr. M‘. met the two higher classes, and warn- 
ed them by the horrors: of the damned, and the glories of 
heaven, to consider this death, as a warning to us to flee 
from the coming wrath ; and concluded his remarks, by saying, 
that if any should be anxious to converse about the salvation 
of their souls, they might find him in his study, on a certain 
evening. The first evening there were four or five. ‘The 
meetings have continued from that time, and have increas- 
ed ever since. It is now 1 upposed, that thirty are hoping 
that they have passed from death unto life. College wears a 
very d ifferent aspect now, (rom what it did when you lef (t, five 
months ago. Pi ‘ayers and praises now occupy the attention 
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of those, who then, pursued their midnight revellings at the 
card table, with its attendants the bottle, &c. No created 
arm could have done this! No, neither men, nor devils, could 
have made such a change. Surely it is the Lord’s doings, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. Let us rejoice and be glad. 

This town, and the towns around us, are favoured with a 
general outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for the 
dawn of that day, when all shall know the Lord from the 
least unto the greatest, and when holiness to the Lord shall 
be inscribed on all the employments of man.—Rel. Int. 


REVIVAL AT SEA. 


A letter has been received in town from the Rev. Mr. Wins- 
low, one of the missionaries destined to Ceylon, dated on 
board the Indus, in the Bay of Bengal, near Calcutta, 13th. 
of October last, stating that their voyage had been very pros- 
perous. ‘lhe weather had been almost uniformly pleasant, 
and the winds favourable, except during a fortnight, while pas- 
sing Cape Horn. The health, both of Mr. and Mrs. Wins- 
low, was much better than at the date of the last intelligénce 
received from them. Their circumstances, as missionaries, 
had been peculiarly agreeable during the voyage; the tran- 
quility of the weather permitting them to preach on the Sab- 
bath, to unite daily in offering prayers morning and evening, 
and at other stated seasons during the week. Their privile- 
ges had contributed greatly to unite their hearts, and prepare 
them for the labours on which they are soon to enter: and 
happily, their efforts to instruct the sailors, have been attend- 
ed with very remarkable success ; some of whom, at an early 
period of the voyage, exhibited considerable seriousness ; but 
during the 2 or 3 weeks preceding the date of the letter, they 
had witnessed a more affecting scene ; every individual of the 
crew having become a subject both of conviction and of hope. 
This remarkable revival, embracing three officers, the stew= 
ard, the cook, the boy, and ten seamen, all of w we exhibit 
evidence of piety ; seems a token of God’s approbation of 
their undertaking ; and an earnest of blessings which shall 
hereafter attend their labours in his cause. ‘Their officia 
letters, it is hoped, will furnish a more minute account of this, 
and the other events of their voyage. 
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Sabbath Schools. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


SIR, 

Providence has placed me in a parish never favoured with 
any extemsive revival of religion. ‘The Church with which 
I am connected, numbers hardly a youth among its commu- 
nicants; and the low state of religion, the continued indi ffer- 
ence of most, especially the indifierence of youth to divine 
things; and the prevalence of immorality, has ever spread 
a gloom over our prospects. ‘The hopes of Christians have 
seemed unusually languid, and there has existed the general 
impression, that nothing undertaken te make our condition 
more favourable, would prosper. It has been a matter of 
course, to expect opposition to all plans for promoting the 
interests of Zion, and the religious education of the young. 
We had heard of Sabbath Schools, and-had read statements 
of their great utility and success; but the prevalent opinion 
was, that a Sabbath School w ould not succeed among us. 
The subject was frequently conversed upon, and as frequent- 
ly relinquished. But the last season, the pastor ealled to- 
gether the leading members of the C hurch, and laid the mat- 
ter befere them. He was surprised to find a disposition a- 
mong them all, to make an attempt without delay. Subse- 
quently, the whole Church was consulted and: approved of 
the measure. It was then submitted to the society, and no 
opposition appearing, a committee was appointed to make 
the necessary arrangements for commencing the school. Their 
report | enclose, which you are at liberty to insert, if you 
please. 

At the opening of the School, the hopes of the most san- 
gsuine were more than realized. O rst Sabbath, or soon 
after, more than 130 enrolled their names as members. Num- 
bers of these, were youth from 15 to 20 years ef age, and a 
great proportion have attended the school with laudable 
a. Owing “ the seasou’s being advanced when 
the School was opened, it was continued but about one quarter. 
During po time, the pupils committed to memory, and re- 
peated in their different studies, what the committee judged 
equivalent to 64,000 verses in the Bible. Though other 
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schools have done more, it is thought enough has been done 
here to encourage us to proceed, and to teach us not to des- 
pair, even when. prospects are gloomy. It is not known that 
any special seriousness was excited in the minds of the youth, 
while attending the Sabbath School; but on visiting the dis- 
trict schools this season, I have csinakad an uncommon ten- 
derness, and disposition to listen to religious instruction. And 
when seeing some of them weep, | have hoped it was not in 
vain, that they had spent their time in committing to memo- 
ry the precious truths of the Gospel. 
Yours, &c. PRESBYTER. 

The Committee appointed to make arrangements for a 
Sabbath School in this place, respectfully report : 

That as in attempting to introduce an object of this kind, 
you make no new experiment, so it is not one of doubtful 
effect. Sabbath schools have been tried extensively, in this 
and other countries, and the experiment of almost 40 years, 
has proved their great and extensive utility. ‘Che plan of af- 
fording gratuitous religions instruction to all who will receive 
it, and that, on a day when it interferes with no temporal-bue 
siness, was as benev yolent in its design, es it has been success- 
ful in its operation. And as the system of Sabbath School in- 
struction has progressed, and unfolded, it has received the cor- 
dia! approbation of persons of all religtous denominations, who 
have professed to build the respective tenets of their faith, on 
one common foundation, the Bible. In entering on this 
course, therefore, you only step into the path, in which vast 
numbers of the Christian world are walking before you; a 
path which promises, and which has produced, much benefit. 

No object is more important to community, in both a civil 
and religious point of view, than the suitable education of the 
rising generation ; and no course of instruction, promises so 
much benefit, as that which embraces the knowledge and the 
fear of God. Would you educate a child,so that his conduct 
may cheer your own hearts? ‘leach him his duty to his Ma- 
ker. Would you instruct him to honour and obey his par- 
ents? ‘Teach him te honour and obey his God. Would you 
make hima reputable and a useful member of Society ? make 
him acquainted with his obligations to his Almighty Sove- 
reign, and teach him that there is an hereafter, in which every 
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work shall be brought into judgment. Would you fit him 
for real enjoyment here, and endless enjoyment hereafter ? 
impress upon his mind that course of conduct, and those af- 
fections of heart, which the Bible requires. Would you secure 
for him an inh eritance, which shall remain when ‘‘the great 
globe itself, yea all iach it inherits shall dissolve, and like 
the baseless fabric of a vision, leave not a wreck behind >” 
instruct him in that Book, which reveals a kingdom that can- 
not be moved; an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away. 

What object can you contemplate, more interesting, except 
it be your own salvation? ‘Your ofispring are precious 
to your hearts. You labour for them, and watch for them, 
with a thousand tender solicitueles. ‘Their interest occupies 
your hearts and your hands. Shall we not then have your 
cordial support and co-operation in this undertaking? We 
will not suggest even a dow ibt, that we shallhave } your coun- 
tenance and concurrence. ‘The institution is your own. You 
have declared your sprit ition of this thing. You will 
then promote it by every means in your power. You will 
take suitable measures to encourage your children to attend. 
You will give them opportunity to commit to memory, such 
lessons as are assigned them. You will exert yourselves that 
they may be present at seasons of recitation and instruction. 
This we expect, for without your aid, the institution must 
languish. Without your countenance, no extensive benefits 
will result from the undertaking; but with your assistance, 
we believe it will be highly beneficial. The person who in- 
stituted the first Sabbath School in Great Britain, lived to 
learn that more than 300,000 persons, were religiously in- 
structed upon the plan which he had originated. Not only 
in our cities, but even in many country places, 100 scholars 
assemble every Sabbath, to receive the benefit of such schools; 
and wherever they have gone into operation, people with one 
view, declare their utility. 

If Sabbath Schools are really beneficial, why should not 
we share in the benefits ? The welfare and moral improve- 
ment of our friends and children, is as dear to ws, as the wel- 
fare and moral improvement of the friends and children of 
others, is tothem. The benefit, if there is any, is freely of- 
fered to us; and nothing is wanting but our own exerltions,,t0 








oe 
od 


au 


re 
at 
w 
72 


id 








secure 
periment ; and should we fail, should not our most sanguine ex- 


pectatl 
cause. 


suppor 


Sabbath Schools. 143 





it. Let us then vigorously and unitedly make the ex- 


ons be fully realized; we can only fail in a good 
But why should we fail, when others universally 
succeed? We cannot, unless we grow weary, or withhold our 


t from this benevolent design. Our object is now be- 


fore you, and only asks your patronage, if it is an object wor- 


thy of 


patronage. 


"The subject, however, may well, in this stage of the busi- 
ness, Claim, for a few moments, the attention of youth ; for it is 
designed expressly for their benefit. ‘Fo our young friends, 
we therefore state our ardent hopes and sincere wishes, that 
they may be well prepared for usefulness and respectability 
in society. In a few years, should your lives be prolonged, 
we shall leave to your care, our civil and religious institutions. 
When we are gone down to the grave, and our spirits have 
ascended to render our final account to God, you will be the 
actors in the busy and important scenes of life. We wish you 
to be qualified to act with reputation to yourselves, and with 
usefulness to mankind. And we know of no book which can 
better teach you your duty, to God and man, than the Bible. 
We know of no learning which will be more profitable to you, 
than the knowledge of the Scriptures. We anxiously invite 


, your attention to this book, and offer you our assistance to fix 


in your memories and your hearts, the words of the living 
God; the father of your spirits and your mercies. Come 
with us, and we will teach you the right way; the way 


walked 


‘in which Abraham, the friend of God, and Moses and Elijah: 


; the way in which all the pious have walked, who 


now surround the throne of God in glory. 
Say not that you have notime for such studies. Diligence, 
with a disposition to learn, will do much. It was stated at 


the ann 


ual meeting of the New-York Sunday School, that Mar- 


garet Finton, agirl of 15 or 16, whonever committed to memo- 


} ty achapter in ker life, previous to attending a Sunday School, 
» and who had her daily task of spinning to perform, continued 


to fix her Bible before her on her wheel, and in this way, within 
one year, she learned by heart, and repeated at a Sunday 


| School, 


193 chapters. 


We invite not only the little children, whom Jesus com- 


mands us not to forbid, to come unto him; we invite also, 


. 
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our youth to turn their attention to the study of the Scrip. 
tures, and the principles of religion. And let them not be 
ashamed of this thing. Can this be disgraceful, when it is 
recorded to the honour of the pious Timothy, that from a 
child he had known the Scriptures ? Can it be without honow, 
when the spirit of inspiration has pronounced the Bereans 
noble, because they searched the Scriptures daily ? Can any 
thing ‘be unworthy ‘of your attention, which, by the blessing of 
God, may serve to prepare you for the kingdom of heaven? 
Is it profitable to learn a child of 10 years his duty to God, 
and point out to him the way of salvation? and does it cease 
to be profitable to one of 15 or 20? or have those who have 
come to such years, already Jearned enough of God, and 
Christ, and heaven? Come then, ye youth, our hope, and we 
would gladly add our joy, (and our joy you will be, if you 
mansfest a desire to be instructed in the things of God 5) come 
and study the Scriptures which are able to make you wise un: 
to salvation. ‘“‘ When wisdom entereth into thine heart, anc 
knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul, discretion shall preserve 
thee ; understanding shalt keep thee. Let not truth forsake 
thee; bind it about “thy neck; so shall thou find favour and 
good understanding in the sight of God and man.” Sedu- 
lously make that improvement which may enable us to adopt,§ 
with little variation, the language of the sweet Psalmist o! 
Israel, ‘‘ Our sons are as plants grown up in their youth ; om 
daughters are as corner stones, polished after the similitude 
of a palace. Happy is that people that is’ in such a case. 
Yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord.” 
By order of the Committee, 
, Chairman. 





July 7th, 1819. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


On the Selection of Youthful Associates; The Sabbath ; A usefu! 
Hint to Parents; Dialogue between Almira and Julia; A. W—’s Ac- 
count of Sabbath Schools ; Alpha; Epsilon ; The Infidel who would 
destroy the hope of fallen man ; Anend of earthly perfection ; Lette! 
from Amelia to her Sister at School; No Friend is nigh; The Appeal 
On Discontentment ; have been received. 





